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Vowel raising: the data

m High V raise preceding V (Regressive)
Compounding / me / 'fire’ + /8ig / 'wood' = [ misii |
/ to / 'stone’ + / puu / 'pile’ = [ tupuu ]
Suffixing / tee / + / pa / = [ tee [pa] 'did get’
[ tee / + / qi / = [ tiiqi ] 'will get’
/ nee [/ +/ pa / = [ nee [pal] 'did sleep’
/ nee / +/ qi / = [ nllqi ]| 'will sleep’
m High V raise following V (Progressive)

Compounding / ri / 'mountain’ + / tse / 'peak’ = [ ritsi |
/ qu / 'body’ + / tshe / 'life’ = [ qutsi ]
Suffixing [ naapee | 'do’ vs. [ siipIl | 'look’

([-pee] vs. [-pIL]) [seepee] 'eat’ vs. [ luupll | 'pour’
m But [aa] is unaffected by progression
Compounding [ pi — kaa | 'relative’ vs. [ mas—mi |

[ ri — paa ] 'wild boar’
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Vowel raising in Lhasa Tibetan

Observations

m High vowels cause other vowels to raise, progressive and
regressive.

m [3] is high.

m But progression does not affect long, low vowels.

-back +back
-round +round - round +round
u

-constr

+high

+constr

S ih b
{ I < 9 u
-constr e 6 LAXING 0
-high
3 a 2

+canstr.
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Two laxing rules but only one feeds raising

p+

m (P-LAX) [ljng] —a/

Feeds raising,

e.g. /ma+lap+pa/ Pal * [ ma lep pa]Ra'smg

[ malops |

m (LAXING) [-stress] —9
Counterfeeds raising,

e.g. /tee/+ /pa/ =][tee pa] 'did get' (not [ tiips])
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Rules account for harmony, they just look weird

. Vv
m (REGR) V—[+high] / Co [-+high]
A%
-long v
m (PROGR) -constricted —[+high] /[+high] Co
+round
-back
/ saa + pa / /saa+qi/ [/ kap + pee |/
P-LAX [ kep pee |
REGR [ se2qi ]
PROGR [ kep pII |
LAXING [ saa|pa ]
/ ma+lap+pa/ /pi+ kaa/ " / ma+ tee % pa/

P-LAX
REGR
PROGR

LAXING

[ ma [lep| pa ]
[ malep pa |

[ malsppa |

[ malepps ]

[ ma tee[pa]
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Conclusion

Lhasa Tibetan counterfeeding remains problematic

B Regressive raising is stronger than progressive.

m The exception ([aa]) can be captured in rules, but perhaps
more naturally in OT.

m Counterfeeding cannot be accounted for straight—forwardly in

classic OT.
except: [aa]
v i
v 2 [+high] v
regressive W
feeds
counter -
uns1.:ress ;o pre_p
laxing laxing



The anticipated questions

Lexical phonology / Stratal OT — a sketch

Level |

Affixing /ma+lap+pa/ /tee+pa/
All constraints (except!) [ma + lsp + pa |

Level Il

Undominated [stress] [ tee +pal]




